
 
 

  As Chairperson of the Handicap Committee at Oakfield, I want to welcome all members to the 2016 golf 

season and remind members of their responsibilities to enter all scores on an accurate and timely basis to 

ensure a true handicap record. Where a handicap record has not been established and a player wishes to play 

in a competitive event, the handicap for that player will be recorded as scratch.  Please seek assistance from 

Pro Shop staff if you need to establish a handicap account.  

 

Scores must be entered whenever a round is played in an “open season” for a province or in the USA. For 

Nova Scotia, the open season is April 15th to October 30th.  Scores may be entered outside of this period but 

they will not count towards your record.   

 

Important notes with respect to handicapping will be posted on the bulletin board outside of the men's locker 

room.   At this time, I suggest you refresh your memory on Equitable Stroke Control (ESC) procedures 

before entering your scores.  Remember also that scores must be entered for match play and best ball events.  

 

There are important changes to the Handicap System for 2016.  In this regard, I refer you to the Golf Canada 

website for a detailed explanation of those changes.  Of note are the following: 

 scores can no longer be posted when playing alone 

 a revised definition for the recording of tournament scores (the Match Committee will provide 

guidance for each event) 

 guidelines for adjusting hole scores in specific situations (such as playing preferred lies when a local 

rule not in place: Note- a preferred lie taken by rolling the ball with a club is subject to a stroke 

penalty; course set-up issues such as an improperly set cup liner or improperly marked course; or 

where a player does not wish to cause undue delay; etc.) 

 

I also want to note the following: 

- there are several tee options available for play starting this year, for example, a mix of gold and white 

tees. The course has been re-rated to take these options into consideration. When entering your scores, 

please ensure the correct tees have been selected for calculation of the differential. 

- it has been decided by committee, to switch the difficulty ranking of holes numbered one and three, to 

five and three respectively, the reverse of previous rankings. The reasons for this change are that the 

tee shot landing area on hole number one is significantly wider making the hole somewhat easier. 

Further, the Golf Canada Handicap Manual (Sec.17) states that lower numbered strokes should not be 

assigned to the first and second holes of a course in the event a hole-by-hole playoff is necessary.  

Other changes may be made in the future.  

 

If you have any questions, concerns or complaints about the accuracy of a handicap or the Handicap System 

in general, please refer those to me, the Pro Shop or the Golf Canada website http://golfcanada.ca/handicapping/  

Thank-you and have an enjoyable season.  

 

 

Ken Horton 

http://golfcanada.ca/handicapping/


Chair, Handicap Committee 


